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While you a r e  not required t o  consider the environment when Y O U  
make your  Kentucky American Water (KAW) pipeline proposal decision-- 
a baffl ing omission given the public services tha t  in tac t  natural  
resources provide f o r  us and given that  KAW has chosen not t o  under- 
go an environmental impact statement f o r  one o f  the biggest proposed 
infrastructure  projects  Ln central  Kentucky h i s to ry - -you  a r e  required, 
a t  l e a s t ,  t o  consider the cost t o  ratepayers. 

your  narrow mandate, I would  encourage you t o  take an expanded l o o k  
a t  cost ,  t o  l o o k  a t  the numbers you've been given i n  such a way that  
allows you t o  see not only the numbers but  t he i r  context as  well. 

On the promontory afforded t o  you a s  the Public Service Commis- 
sion, you a re  i n  a bet ter  posit ion than most  o f  u s  t o  sort t h r o u g h  
the w i l d l y  differ ing cost claims f r o m  I l k W  and the Louisvil le Water 
Company (LWC) . 
The Louisvil le Water Company has excess t reated water that  it wants 
t o  s e l l  t o  central  Kentucky. Kentucky American Mater, while 
attempting t o  s a t i s fy  your  mandate t 3  them, is a l so  attempting t o  
own and control i t s  own pipeline,  f i r s t  f r o m  Lexington t o  Monterey, 
then eventually f r o m  IvIonterey t o  the 3 h i o  River a t  Carrollton, The 
exorbitant cost and destruct ion o f  t h i s  route t o  the Ohio (as  com- 
pared t o  Louisvi l le ' s  I--@+ proposal) can only make sense when you  
consider that  ICA'd i s  a pr ivately owned company whose parent company 
stocks a r e  scheauled t o  be traded t h i s  year. The more infrastructure  
KAW otms, the bet ter  the pr ice  i t  can receive. Maybe t h i s  i s  why 
KAW has never approached t h e  Louisvil le Water Coapany w i t h  the 
proposal (Lexington t o  Louisvil le) that  the 2004 Water System 
Regionalization Feas ib i l i ty  Study deemed the lowest cost option. 

see that  the publicly owned Louisvil le %iter Company, which has a 
h i g h l y  touted c iv ic  record, has more c red ib i l i ty  that  the pr ivately 
owned Kentucky American Water Corporatim. If you l o o k  a t  each 
company's r a t e  increases over the past couple o f  decades, Y O U  w i l l  
see t h a t  Louisvi l le ' s  has been much more modest'. 

From your  posit ion Y O U  s h o u l d  a lso be able  t o  see the hidden 
costs o f  a pipeline tha t  cuts t h r o u g h  the beaut i ful  Elkhorn Creek 
valley, as  opposed t o  the already impacted 1-64 C o r r i d o r .  Let me 
l i s t  a few of the  more obvious costs: 1 )  the damage that  b i g  equip- 
ment can i n f l i c t  on o u r  ru ra l  roads; 2 )  the l o s s  o f  t rees  and the 
negative impact on scenery and tourism revenue; 3) the cost  f o r  loca l  
governments as  they provide services f o r  the res ident ia l  sprawl 
that  could resu l t .  

And I t r u s t ,  f r o m  your  promontory, f r o m  the s l i gh t ly  bet ter  
overlook Y O U  have than the r e s t  of us t  y o u  w i l l  be able  t o  see the 
even subt ler  hidden costs of  KAiiJqs plan, 

You w i l l .  be able  t o  see that  when a f i e l d  o r  a woods  is replaced 
by houses, when a spring i s  disrupted, when a t r ee  that  gives a 

On the chance t h a t  YOU would l i k e  tci f r ee  yourself somewhat f r o m  

Y O U  shou ld  be able  t o  see what i s  motivating each water company. 

Which company's f igures  a r e  more credible? 1: t rust  that  y o u  can 



commuter inspirat ion i s  pushed over, there  i s  a cost t o  us,, and it 
leaves us  poorer of s p i r i t .  
easement i s  not l i ke ly  t o  change the character of  the u t i l i t y  
easement. That same pipeline t h r o u g h  Peaks M i L l  and Switzer, w i t h  
i t s  attendant hazards and consequences, could very well change the 
character o f  these communities. If you can ' t  see t h i s  hidden cost  
f r o m  where YOU are ,  please climb a l i t t l e  higher till. you  can. 

Please make u s  proud o f  your  work as the Public Service C o r n i s -  
s ion and endorse Louisv i l le t s  plan, which i s  the l e a s t  cost ly  t o  us ,  
i n  every sense o f  the  word., 

A huge pkpeline along the  1-64 u t i l i t y  

" 852 Gregory Woods €ide 
Frankfort, KY bo601 


